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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the
Reception year. At City of London Primary Academy Islington (COLPAI), children join the
Reception class in the academic year that they turn five. In partnership with parents and
carers, we enable the children to begin the process of becoming active learners for life.

The EYFS at COLPAI seeks to provide a secure foundation for every child, with high-quality,
consistent provision that ensures all children make good progress and no child is left behind.
Learning and development opportunities are planned around the needs and interests of
each child and are assessed regularly. We place great importance on working closely with
families, promoting equality, and ensuring that all children are included and supported.

Our curriculum promotes school readiness by equipping children with the broad knowledge
and skills they need to succeed as they move through their educational journey. We aim to
ensure that children learn and develop well in a healthy, safe environment, setting the right
foundations for their future learning and life.

A Unique Child

We recognise each child as a competent and capable learner who develops at their own
pace. Children are encouraged to be resilient, confident, and self-assured. We place high
value on children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning, using praise, encouragement,
assemblies, and class rewards to foster a positive learning environment where all children
can thrive.

Curriculum Planning

Our curriculum is structured around the seven areas of learning: Personal, Social and
Emotional Development; Communication and Language; Literacy; Mathematics;
Understanding the World; Physical Development; and Expressive Arts and Design. These
areas are integrated into both our indoor and outdoor environments to ensure breadth and
depth in children’s experiences.



In Personal, Social and Emotional Development, children are supported in developing a
sense of identity and belonging, understanding others' perspectives, and forming positive
relationships. Communication and Language development is supported through rich
conversations, storytelling, and interactions that promote listening, attention, and
vocabulary growth.

In Literacy, children access a language-rich curriculum, supported by high-quality core texts
and the Read Write Inc. (RWI) Phonics programme. We use Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing
approach to support children’s storytelling and composition skills, alongside explicit teaching
of transcriptional skills such as handwriting and spelling.

Our approach to Mathematics is grounded in mastery principles, supported by the NCETM
and White Rose Maths. Children engage in mathematical learning through playful
exploration, structured inputs, and meaningful practice in real-world contexts.

Understanding the World allows children to investigate their surroundings and develop
knowledge about the natural world, people, and communities. Trips and out-of-class
learning, such as visits to the Science Museum and community spaces, provide valuable
context and real-life experiences.

Physical Development includes the development of both gross and fine motor skills through
a combination of active play, structured activities, and everyday classroom opportunities. We
work with Beyond Physical to further enhance physical development through weekly
sessions.

Expressive Arts and Design supports children in expressing their ideas and feelings through
music, art, movement, dance, and imaginative role play. Open-ended resources and
opportunities are provided to foster creativity and independent expression.

Planning is carried out on a long-term, medium-term, and short-term basis. Long-term
planning ensures continuity and progression; medium-term planning is organised
thematically and linked to early learning goals; and short-term planning responds to
children’s interests and needs through daily provision and enhancements.

Performing Arts and Cultural Enrichment

The expressive arts are central to our curriculum at COLPAI. We take advantage of our
location and partnerships with local institutions such as The Barbican, The Guildhall School
of Music, The Museum of London, and The Little Angel Theatre. These relationships provide
our children with regular access to high-quality performing arts and cultural experiences.



Talk for Writing (TfW)

Talk for Writing is embedded across our curriculum as a core approach to developing
children's oral language, vocabulary, and confidence in storytelling. Through modelled
stories, imitation, innovation, and invention, children develop strong foundations in
narrative structure, sentence composition, and expressive language.

Planning and Teaching

Teachers plan a balanced and responsive curriculum across the seven areas of learning. Our
approach is child-led and builds on prior knowledge and current interests, ensuring learning
is relevant, meaningful, and enjoyable. Classrooms are organised to support independent
learning and offer continuous provision that is enhanced by adult interaction and

provocations.

Children’s cultural backgrounds, languages, and home experiences are taken into account
when planning resources and activities. Staff use skilled questioning, modelling, and
sustained shared thinking to support children’s learning.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are embedded in all aspects of our curriculum,
ensuring children develop the dispositions and attitudes needed for lifelong learning.

Term

Learning Question

& Key Themes

Overview

Al ‘Who Am 1 Children explore identity through stories, role play (home
1 Celebrating corner & hair salon), and emotional literacy. They build
similarities and routines, friendships, and hygiene habits. Early phonics
differences and maths begin, with focus on numbers to 5. Celebrations
include Diwali and Rosh Hashanah; creative work includes
portraits and pattern art.
AU | ‘Who do | know?’”  Children learn about care roles, especially vets, through
2 Family and  stories and role play. They celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah,
community and Diwali. Literacy and maths skills progress with
helpers (vets sentence writing and 2D shapes. Ice exploration, robotics,
focus) and festive art support wider understanding.
Sl ‘Where do | live?”  Children explore their surroundings and the solar system

Local area and
space

through stories and a space role play. Festivals like Lunar
New Year and Mothers’ Day are celebrated. Focus is on
storytelling, emotional growth, gymnastics, creative
writing, and number patterns to 10.



‘Where do they Focus on animals, lifecycles, and care for nature. Role play

live?’ Habitats and (farm shop), festivals (Holi, Easter, Eid), and creative tasks

living things support learning. Literacy includes labelling and story
retelling; maths covers doubles and odd/even numbers.
Physical and expressive skills continue to develop.

‘How do things Growth and transformation explored through stories and
grow?’ Plant garden-themed role play. Children observe caterpillars,
growth and plant seeds, and explore fairness in circle time. Literacy
change includes instructions and story extracts; maths uses

tenframes and comparisons. Creativity through symmetry,
puppets, and dance.

‘Why do | need Food and nutrition explored through stories, cafés, and

food?’ Healthy seaside role play. Events like Science Week and Graduation

habits and food support transition. Literacy includes recipes and letters;

choices maths focuses on number fluency. Children reflect on
growth and celebrate achievements through expressive
arts.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting of
Progress

Assessment is an ongoing process that informs planning and supports children’s
development. At COLPAI, we assess learning through adult observations, marking and
dialogue. Children’s progress is captured in Literacy Books and via Tapestry, which allows for
regular communication and reflection with families.

All children complete the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment within their first six
weeks. Formative assessments are made throughout the year, with summative assessments
recorded termly. The EYFS Profile is completed by the end of the academic year and shared
with parents and Year 1 teachers to support transition.

Monitoring of Quality of Teaching

Teaching and learning in EYFS are monitored termly through observations, work scrutiny, and
staff reflection. The EYFS Lead works alongside SLT and subject leaders to ensure high
standards are maintained. A named governor supports this process through regular reviews
and dialogue with staff.



Partnership with Parents and Carers

We build strong relationships with parents through ongoing communication and
involvement. Termly consultations, regular newsletters, and reading records keep parents
informed. Parents are invited to workshops, to accompany on trips, and to take part in story
time sessions in English or their home language. These opportunities foster shared
understanding and celebration of diverse experiences.

Key Worker

Each child’s key worker is their class teacher. Parents are informed during transition meetings
and home visits, allowing strong relationships to be built early.

Inclusion/Special Educational Needs and
Disability (SEND)

All children are included and supported in our setting. Early identification of additional needs
is a priority, and we work closely with parents and external agencies when necessary.
Provision is adapted to meet the needs of individuals, and all assessments reflect the diverse
learning styles and needs of our children.

Children’s Welfare

A School Entry Profile form is completed on entry to gather relevant medical and personal
information. We promote health and wellbeing through a safe and supportive environment.
Behaviour is managed in a developmentally appropriate way, and children are supported in
understanding expectations and boundaries.

We meet all statutory welfare requirements, including administering medicines with written
consent, first aid availability, fire safety procedures, and safeguarding policies. Drinking water
is always available, and dietary requirements are recorded and respected.



Equal Opportunities

We ensure all children have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. We actively promote
respect for diversity and differences, encouraging inclusive attitudes through stories,
resources, and shared experiences.

Health and Safety

Clear procedures are in place for assessing and managing risk, including for trips and off-site
activities. All staff are trained in relevant health and safety protocols. Equipment and learning
environments are maintained to a high standard, and children are taught how to use
resources safely and responsibly.

Transition

From Pre-school/Feeder Settings

We have a comprehensive transition process that includes home visits in July and stay-
andplay sessions prior to starting Reception. We also contact feeder settings to ensure a
smooth transition with information shared ahead of September.

From Reception to Key Stage 1

We follow a clear transition timetable starting from Summer 2, where children spend
increasing amounts of time in their new classrooms, get to know Year 1 staff, and begin
adjusting to new routines. Activities are carefully planned to build confidence and
excitement. Children create ‘All About Me’ books, and parents are kept informed through a
transition booklet.

Safer Sleep

As a school-based Reception provision, we do not provide planned naps or designated sleep
areas. If a child falls asleep during the school day, they will be safely supervised while their
parent/carer is contacted to collect them, as they are not well or alert enough to participate
fully in the school day.



EYFS Screen Use

Screen use in Reception will be limited, purposeful and age-appropriate and should not
exceed one hour across the school day, with less used where possible. Screens will not
routinely replace adult interaction, play, physical activity, outdoor learning or live storytelling.
Content will be pre-checked and appropriately paced, with advertising, autoplay and
algorithm-driven content avoided where possible. Screen-based assistive technology for
SEND will continue to be used according to individual need.

Screen use during snack periods will generally be avoided; however, a short, pre-selected and
age-appropriate story or educational programme may be used during snack time to support
the safe supervision of the class while staff take their allocated breaks. An adult will remain
facing and actively supervising the children while they eat, and this will not replace regular
adult-led story sessions.

Admissions Procedures

COLPAI follows Islington Local Authority’s admissions process. In the case of
oversubscription, places are allocated in the following priority order:

Children in public care

Children with exceptional medical or social needs
Siblings of children already attending the school
Children living nearest the school

PwnNe

Applications are made online through the Islington Council website.

This policy was reviewed in September 2026 and will be next reviewed in Summer 2028.



