Autumn Term, Issue 1
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Dear Parents and Carers,

What a joy it is to see our children return to school and the classrooms buzzing with life
again. Pupils have returned, happy, looking smart in their uniform, and ready-to-learn.

§ There's something wonderful about each new academic year: polished shoes, neatly
pressed uniform, and the buzz of excitement as friends reunite and new faces settle in.

| want to say a huge thank you to all of our families for your support in making sure
children arrive each day looking smart in their school uniform. It might seem like a small thing, but it sends a
powerful message: that we take pride in who we are and in what we do here together.

A small change to our uniform list: to make PE kit easier to source, we have amended the uniform list so
that plain black trainers are now also accepted for PE, alongside plain white trainers or black plimsolls.
Please ensure footwear is plain, with no logos or bright colours.

A special warm welcome goes out to our new Reception children, who have taken their very first steps into
school life this week with such courage and enthusiasm. Watching them settle into their classrooms has
been a genuine highlight. Thank you, new Reception parents, for choosing COLPAI.

I'd also like to extend a warm welcome to the 13 new pupils joining us this term through in-year admissions.
Starting at a new school partway through can feel daunting, and | know our whole school community will
help you feel at home very quickly.

Our school values guide and underpin all that we do at COLPAI. As a reminder, they are:

Excellence — We encourage every child to strive for their personal best, in and out of the classroom.
Aspiration — We believe every pupil can dream big and reach for goals that once felt out of reach.
Creativity — We nurture curious minds and celebrate original thinking in all its forms.

Team Work — We know that we achieve more together than we ever could alone.

Respect — We treat one another, our community and our environment with kindness and care.

Our values are woven into lessons, playground interaction, and our assembly. They are what make our
school such a special place to learn and grow.

As we begin this new year, the COLPAI team is filled with excitement, energy, dedication and enthusiasm.
Together, | know strong home and school partnerships will make this another wonderful year.

With warmest wishes,
Ms Kim Clapham
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RECEPTION SUN

This week we have spent our time in Reception settling in, making new friends and learning some of
our rules and routines At COLPAI. The children have explored the indoor and outdoor classroom and
have really enjoyed getting busy. We are so proud of how confident, kind and curious Sun Class are!
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RECEPTION SILK

| am very proud of Silk class for settling in so well and working hard to follow the rules and routines of
our day. We have enjoyed getting busy and exploring our indoor and outdoor areas together with our
new friends. Keep it up Silk Class, what a super start to your time at COLPAI!
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YEAR ONE REGENT

This week in Power Maths, we have focused on numbers to 10. We had to count the objects on the in-
teractive whiteboard and write how many we could see on our boards. We worked hard on number
formation. We then moved onto practising this independently!
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YEAR ONE ROSE

In our Year 1 Jigsaw lesson this week, the children explored what helps them to feel safe, happy and calm
at school. They shared ideas about people, places and activities that make them feel comfortable and
secure. The children also identified trusted adults in school who they can talk to if they feel worried,
upset or unsafe. The lesson encouraged children to understand that it is okay to ask for help and that
there are always adults who will listen and support them.
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YEAR TWO DUKE

Dukes Class enjoyed their first art lesson this week, exploring the imaginative work of Giuseppe
Arcimboldo. The children looked closely at how he created faces using fruit and vegetables. They loved
experimenting with their own designs, choosing colourful produce to build funny and expressive faces.

YEAR TWO DRAPERS

In Drapers class this week, we have been developing our ability to recognise the best spaces to move
into. We played games such as Hyenas and Bib Tag with Partners, where we practised moving into open
spaces, changing direction and avoiding other players. We worked together to make quick decisions
about where to move and used our awareness of others to find safe and effective spaces. We had lots of
fun!
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YEAR THREE MONUMENT

| am incredibly proud of every member of Monument Class, they have had a wonderful start to Year 3
life. This week, the children have been developing their grammar in our Literacy lessons, using a range of
adverbs and fronted adverbials. They have worked together in teams, written detailed sentences and
fixed and edited Ms Maric's work too!

YEAR THREE MANSION

This term, our class will be learning the basics of coding and developing our digital skills. The children
have been introduced to Scratch, a block-based programming program, where they explored how to
create simple animations and sequences of instructions. They enjoyed experimenting with different
commands and beginning to understand how coding can be used to make projects interactive.
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YEAR FOUR FLEET

Year 4 have been learning about solids, liquids and gases in Science. We began by exploring the
properties of each state of matter and had some great discussions about what makes a solid, a liquid or a
gas. The children enjoyed sorting a range of items into a classification table, thinking carefully about their
characteristics and explaining their reasoning. They were enthusiastic about sharing their own ideas and
suggesting additional examples to add to our table. Throughout the topic, pupils have developed their
observation, classification and scientific discussion skills while building a deeper understanding of the
different states of matter.

YEAR FOUR FARRINGDON

Farringdon Class have had a fantastic start to the academic year and have been settling well into their
new classroom. We have enjoyed getting to know one another, building positive relationships, and
establishing our daily routines. In Literacy, we have begun our new unit on sentence structure, focusing
on building compound and complex sentences to make our writing more detailed and engaging. We have
also started reading The Green Ship by Quentin Blake, and the children are already enjoying exploring the
story and its characters. We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead!
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YEAR FIVE GRESHAM

We have blasted off in Science this week! Gresham have made a fantastic start to our Space and Planets
unit, showing off a plethora of pre-existing knowledge. | was thoroughly impressed by their curiosity as
they asked many thoughtful and created many fascinating discussions. It was also great to see their
creativity come to life in their work! Well done, Gresham!

YEAR FIVE GOLDSMITH

Goldsmith class have had an excellent start to the year, and | have been particularly delighted by how
they work together as a class. Our new topic in History is the Kingdom of Benin, which endured for
almost a thousand years, so before we could delve into the detail, the children began making timelines.
Goldsmith class demonstrated their strong grasp of sequencing events chronologically while
simultaneously demonstrating exceptional Teamwork on their tables. | was amazed by their keen
historical curiosity! Well done for a great first week Goldsmith!
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YEAR SIX WHITTINGTON

This week, we travelled through time and learn about what it was like to be a woman at various points
throughout history. We started with ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome before moving onto the medieval
period. After that, Whittington studied the Renaissance period and learnt that most aspects of society
were determined by gender and wealth. Following this, Whittington learnt about a woman who defied
the odds - Queen Elizabeth I. The class then looked though some historical fact cards, picked which was
the most outrageous and explained why they thought this.

YEAR SIX WALBROOK

Walbrook Class have been creating some exceptional artwork as they explore the work of British
artist Anthony Gross. Inspired by his detailed observational drawings, the children have experimented
with line, movement and perspective, carefully capturing both rural and urban settings.

They even challenged themselves to create continuous- line drawing, keeping their pencils moving to
explore shapes, buildings, landscapes and everyday scenes. The results show impressive observation,
creativity and confidence, with the children developing their own artistic styles while learning from a
remarkable artist/ print maker!
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EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS!

Silk

Reception

Sun

Reception

Rose
Year One
Regent

Year One

Drapers

Year Two

Dukes

Monument

Year Three

Mansion

Year Three

Fleet

Year Four

Farringdon

Year Four

Gresham

Year Five

Goldsmith

Year Five

Whittington

Year Six

Walbrook

Year Six

Eden for always having a smile on her face, engaging well with each
area of the classroom and following our routines so well!

Kaleb

For following the rules and routines during his first week of
Reception and being an excellent role model.

Roman

Roman has made a fabulous start to Year 1! He is showing excellent
listening skills and is able to maintain a fantastic level of focus
during his work.

Sidney

Sidney has a wonderful attitude towards his learning. He wrote a
fantastic sentence in Literacy, using capital letters, full stops and
finger spaces.

Ariana-Rose

Ariana-Rose is our exceptional learner this week for her fantastic
work in Literacy! She is a true Literacy Legend, creating wonderfully
creative similes that make her writing exciting and imaginative. Well
done, Ariana-Rose, keep shining!

Ela

Consistently engaged, keen to contribute her ideas, and producing
literacy work that showed real enthusiasm.

Aaran

Aaran has had a strong start to Year 3. He has been incredibly
hardworking in class, showing exceptional focus and challenging
himself to achieve his best. He has presented his work beautifully
too. Well done, Aaran.

George

George is an exceptional learner who has made a remarkable start
to Year 3. He embodies all of COLPAI's school values each day and
consistently demonstrates respect, responsibility, and kindness in
everything he does.

Bobby

Bobby has shown a fantastic attitude to learning by always giving his
best effort and approaching every challenge with positivity. He has
demonstrated great confidence in asking questions when he is
unsure, helping him to develop his understanding and make
excellent progress. We have also been impressed by the mature
way he has communicated his thoughts and feelings throughout the
week.

Magnus

Magnus has made an excellent start to our Ancient Egypt unit.
During our first lesson, he enthusiastically shared his background
knowledge about the Ancient Egyptians and demonstrated a keen
interest in the topic.

Frankie

Frankie has been an absolute power house across the board this
week! His writing has been accurate and engaging, his Maths has
been thorough and neat, and his curiosity in Science has been
outstanding. Keep it up, Frankie!

Elissa

Elissa has consistently gone above and beyond in her learning,
striving to fully understand our new topics such as the Kingdom of
Benin and Space. | have been particularly impressed by Elissa's
boundless curiosity. What a superstar!

Kitty

Kitty has shown exceptional curiosity in History this week. She asked
thoughtful  questions, made insightful connections, and
demonstrated a genuine enthusiasm for learning. Her eagerness to
deepen her understanding of the past has been admirable.

Zebediah

Zebediah is our Exceptional Learner of the Week for consistently
demonstrating fantastic learning behaviours. He is always ready to
learn, engaged in lessons and approaches every task with
enthusiasm and a positive attitude.
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" Monday lth September: Year 5 Meet the Teacher evening from 340~k I5
o Tuesday I5th September: Years 3 and b Meet the Teacher evening from 3:40-
S
- Thursday 17th September: Years | and 2 Meet the Teacher evening from 340 -
¥
¥ Monday 21st September: Year 6 Meet the Teacher evening from 3:40 4.I5 and
¢ Reception Phonics Workshop from 3:45-1I5
. ® Thursday 2th September: PTA Preloved wniform sale from 8:20-9:45am
B Vonday 28th September: Whela sShoel | (RTSRRINESS
S8 Friday Gth October: PTA AGM and coffee morning frem 8:309:30am
., Monday 19th October: Whole school flu vaccination -catch up session
- Monday 26th-Friday 30th October: Autumn half term
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