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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Extreme weather 

Firstly, I would like to pay a huge thank you to the COLPAI team for their hard work, 

patience and professionalism during the recent extreme weather. Teaching and 

supporting children in those conditions was genuinely hard work and exhausting, yet 

the team’s commitment and dedication never wavered. Once again colleagues, my 

sincere thanks for your excellence, dedication and commitment — you are highly valued and appreciated. 

Thankfully, this week has seen good weather more typical of seasonal norms. 

Staffing News 

As we reach the end of another year, I would like to give thanks not only for the year itself, but for the 

remarkable people who have shaped it. Sadly, we will be saying a fond farewell to six colleagues whose 

contributions to our school community have been truly exceptional. Each of them leaves behind a legacy 

that will continue to be felt in the lives of the children they have taught, supported, and inspired. 

Mr Robert Crump Maths Lead & Assistant Headteacher 

Mr Crump has made a significant contribution to COLPAI as a senior leader and a driving force behind the 

exceptional outcomes our children achieve in mathematics. As Maths Lead, he has built a culture of high 

expectation and genuine curiosity, ensuring that no child is left behind and that every child is stretched to 

reach their potential. As Assistant Headteacher, his contribution has extended far beyond the maths 

curriculum, to include: safeguarding, PE, sports day, swimming, playtime, pupil pastoral care and behaviour 

support. His commitment to excellence and to the children in our care has been unwavering. Mr Crump 

leaves with our deepest gratitude and our very warmest wishes. 

Ms Aimee Morgan Art, Design Technology & Skills Builder Lead 

Ms Morgan has brought creativity, rigour, and joy to the heart of our curriculum. As our Art and DT lead, 

she has ensured that every child has had the opportunity to think, make, and imagine with confidence. Her 

leadership of Skills Builder has given our pupils the essential skills that will serve them far beyond the 

classroom — skills that matter not just academically, but for life. Charterhouse classroom is a place where 

creativity, ambition and imagination flourishes. We are enormously grateful for everything Ms Morgan has 

given us, and we wish her every happiness in her next chapter. 
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Ms Anna Lucey Reception Class Teacher 

Ms Lucey has given our youngest children the most extraordinary start to their school lives. In Recep-

tion, she has created a world of warmth, wonder, and purposeful learning, a place where children ar-

rive as individuals and leave as confident, curious, and joyful learners. Her deep understanding of early 

childhood development, her endless energy, and her genuine love for the children in her care have 

made her a truly outstanding teacher. We were immensely grateful that Ms Lucey was able to take on 

Silk class mid-year  until the end of this academic year before commencing her new job as headteacher 

of her very own in school in September 2026.  

Ms Mary Murphy Higher Level Teaching Assistant 

Ms Murphy is one of those rare colleagues whose impact is felt quietly but profoundly. Over her many 

years of dedicated service to this school, she has been a constant and nurturing presence for some of 

our most vulnerable pupils — children with additional needs who have found in her a trusted, gentle, 

and knowledgeable adult. Her expertise as an HLTA has been invaluable, but it is her warmth and her 

genuine care for every child in her charge that sets her apart. She has made countless children feel 

seen, safe, and capable. Long-serving colleagues like Ms Murphy are the true fabric of a school commu-

nity, and her absence will be deeply felt. We thank her wholeheartedly for her extraordinary dedication 

and wish  her all the very best in her new chapter. 

Mr Edgar Perez Teaching Assistant 

Mr Perez came to us from Spain where he was a teacher, and from the very first day he brought with 

him the sunshine, dedication, and commitment that have touched the lives of children right across the 

school. His support for pupils has never been confined to the academic -  he has nurtured children so-

cially and emotionally, understood them as whole people, and met them with patience, expertise, and 

genuine compassion. His contribution to enrichment has broadened children’s horizons and deepened 

their experience of school life. He has been a colleague of the highest quality and a deeply valued 

member of our community. Mr Perez now returns home to his family in Spain, and we send him off 

with our heartfelt thanks and very best wishes. His work here will not be forgotten by staff, by children, 

or by families. 

Ms Ahako Year 5 Class teacher 

There is one more expression of gratitude  that must be made and it is one we give with the greatest 

sincerity and pride. We thank Ms Ahako who stepped forward to take Gresham class at the start of the 

academic year. Ms Ahako has worked so brilliantly and professionally during Ms Kirby’s long-term ab-

sence. She joined our team bringing great commitment, skill and warmth to ensure Year 5 pupils con-

tinued to thrive both academically and pastorally. Her dedication to the children has ensured con-

sistency and continuity of quality learning and we are grateful for the stability and care she has provid-

ed during this time.  

To Mr Crump, Ms Morgan, Ms Lucey, Ms Murphy, Mr Perez and Ms Ahako thank you for your profes-

sionalism, your kindness, and your unwavering commitment to the children and families of this school. 

You have each, in your own way, helped to make us the community we are. We are immensely proud 

to have worked alongside you, and we will miss you enormously. We wish you every happiness, fulfil-

ment, and success in all that lies ahead. 



Warm Welcomes 

I am delighted to welcome six new outstanding colleagues to our school community: four class 

teachers and two teaching assistants who represent the finest new professionals we have had 

the privilege of appointing. Each of them arrives with exceptional skill, genuine passion and an 

unwavering commitment to the children in their care. We could not be more excited about 

September. I know parents will join me in warmly welcoming: Ms Courtney Reid, class teacher; 

Ms Stephanie Geller, class teacher; Ms Alice Smith, class teacher; Mr Liam Kelsall, class teacher; 

Ms Louise Pomfret, teaching assistant; and Ms Ho Wing Yuen, teaching assistant. 

Congratulations, Ms Crocombe 

Last but not least, we also have some very happy, personal news to share. Our Assistant 

Headteacher, Ms Crocombe, is expecting a baby and the whole school community would like to 

offer her our warmest and most heartfelt congratulations. Ms Crocombe will continue in her 

role as Assistant Headteacher, working out of class, at the start of the Autumn term, and we 

are delighted that she will be with us for that time. She will begin her maternity leave in mid-

Autumn, and we wish her every joy and happiness as she and her family prepare to welcome 

their new arrival. Ms Crocombe is a deeply valued member of our leadership team, and we 

look forward to celebrating this wonderful chapter in her life. 

 

Wishing our COLPAI families and friends a very happy and much cooler weekend. 

Ms Kim Clapham, 

Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception children did an absolutely fantastic job in their class assembly! They confidently shared 
their learning with families and the rest of the school, showcasing just how much they have grown 
throughout the year. 
The children spoke clearly, sang beautifully and performed with confidence, sharing highlights from our 
exciting year together. From learning phonics and becoming confident writers to exploring mathematics, 
art, science and enjoying our many educational trips, they demonstrated their enthusiasm for learning 
and all they have achieved.  
We are incredibly proud of every child for their confidence, teamwork, resilience and the remarkable 
progress they have made throughout Reception. A huge thank you to all the families who came along to 
support them—it was a wonderful celebration of a truly fantastic year in Reception. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are pleased to confirm that Torin McDowell, Education Support Practitioner for 

Bright Futures, will be in school on the following dates for drop ins with parents, be-

tween 8:45 and 10:45: 16th June, 30th June, 14th July 2026 
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In Science, this half-term, the children have been exploring their five senses of sight, smell, hearing, taste 
and touch. This week, we focused on taste and why as a sense, it is so important. The children learned 
that it is our tongue that allows us to taste, and we described a range of different flavours such as sweet, 
sour, salty and bitter. They then predicted how jam, marmite, and cream cheese would taste, before 
recording it on their own sheet. Super Science, Regent Class! 

This week, the children have really enjoyed learning about ordinal numbers and have been using them 
confidently in their independent learning.  

In PE, the children used the language of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th to explain who threw their beanbag 
the furthest. They were able to apply their understanding of ordinal numbers in a practical and engag-
ing way  

The children then independently created paper aeroplanes and initiated their own activity outside, see-
ing whose aeroplane could fly the furthest. They continued to use ordinal number language to describe 
the order of the results, demonstrating a great understanding of the concept through their play and 
exploration.  



 

In Geography this week the children were recognising, discussing and defining human and physical 
features of the outback. 

At the beginning of this lesson, the children studied a map of Australia, discussing its size compared to 
the UK and the wide central area they could see which had very few towns — they learned that this 
mostly-desert region was called the ‘outback’. What might they see in the desert? In pairs, they sorted 
outback photos into those showing human or physical features. Looking ahead to a writing lesson 
describing life in the outback, the children finished by completing a simple glossary of terms, matching 
features to their definitions. 

In RE, we have been exploring stories from Religious texts. We learnt about the story of Moses and the 
Burning Bush from the Torah and acted out different scenes from this. We learnt about Passover and 
linked this to our prior learning on this festival.  



 

This week in Drapers, we became authors and reporters! Inspired by the book Jim: A Cautionary Tale, we 
wrote our own cautionary tales, using imaginative ideas, descriptive language and powerful vocabulary 
to entertain and teach a lesson. We then practised reporting on our stories, focusing on clear expression, 
pace and pronunciation. By presenting our work aloud, we developed our confidence as speakers and 
learned how to engage an audience, just like professional storytellers and reporters. 

 

 

 

 

This half term, Year 3 became filmmakers as they used the Stop Motion app to create their own 
animations inspired by Roman Britain. Working collaboratively, the children designed scenes using 
Roman characters and backgrounds before carefully moving each piece frame by frame to bring their 
stories to life. The project developed their creativity, teamwork and computing skills while reinforcing 
their history learning in an engaging and memorable way. We were incredibly impressed with the 
patience, resilience and imagination shown by all of the children. 

 
 



Year 3 enjoyed a fantastic day at the Tower of London as part of their Tudor history learning. The 
children took part in an engaging workshop led by Lady Latimer, where they learned about King Henry 
VIII and his wives through role-play activities. They also visited the Crown Jewels, Traitors' Gate, where 
Queen Elizabeth I would have passed during her imprisonment, and saw King Henry VIII's armour and a 
range of historic weapons. The famous ravens were a particular highlight of the day. It was a memorable 
visit that brought the children's learning to life and provided a wonderful insight into Tudor history. 

Last week, Year 4 had a fantastic time visiting Beckenham Place Park for an exciting geography fieldwork 
trip! The children explored the river on site, putting their classroom learning into action as they 
investigated how rivers flow, change shape, and affect the surrounding landscape. The children 
demonstrated brilliant scientific thinking, making careful observations and recording their findings like 
true geographers in the field. We were incredibly proud of how sensibly and enthusiastically every child 
conducted themselves throughout the day. Well done, Year 4! 



This half term, Year 4 have been learning all about electricity in Science. We began by exploring how to 
stay safe around electricity and discussed the dangers of electrical appliances and mains electricity. We 
then investigated simple electrical circuits, learning how different components such as cells, wires, bulbs 
and switches work together to make a complete circuit. More recently, we have been carrying out 
investigations to identify conductors and insulators, testing a range of materials to discover which allow 
electricity to pass through them and which do not. The children have enjoyed making predictions, 
conducting fair tests and developing their scientific reasoning skills throughout the unit so far. 

This week, Gresham Class continued their exploration of Africa by revisiting the five regions of the 
continent. The children took part in a fun "vote with your feet" activity, identifying whether countries 
belonged to North, South, Central, West or East Africa. We then focused on West Africa, studying 
physical and political maps and sharing our observations. The children impressed us with their 
geographical thinking, noticing features such as deserts, country locations and the size of different 
nations.  
To deepen our learning, the children played geography board games to investigate West Africa and 
answer questions they had generated themselves. They discovered many fascinating facts, including that 
the River Niger is the longest river in West Africa and that Nigeria's film industry, Nollywood, produces 
more films than Hollywood! It was wonderful to see such curiosity, enthusiasm and engagement 
throughout the lesson. 



Goldsmith class remain eternally curious about all new learning opportunities and topics. I have been 
really delighted by the enthusiasm for our new topic in Geography: Africa. Goldsmith enjoyed using 
compass directions to discover the different countries in Africa. We then explored life in Nigeria, playing 
a competitive game to learn more about the physical and human geography of Nigeria. Goldsmith are 
very excited to learn more! 

This week, our Year 6 pupils have been putting the finishing touches to their production of Peter Pan. 
After weeks of dedicated rehearsals, the children have worked incredibly hard to learn their lines, perfect 
their songs and dances, and bring their characters to life on stage. Their enthusiasm, teamwork and 
resilience have been wonderful to see, with everyone playing an important role. We are so proud of the 
confidence and commitment they have shown throughout the rehearsal process. We know the 
performances this week will be fantastic, and the children are looking forward to sharing their talents 
with family, friends and the school community. 



Silk  

Reception 

Roman 
For showing excellent maths skills when using the rekenrek. Roman 
confidently added beads together to find the total and demonstrated 
a strong understanding of number. 

Solaya 

For settling exceptionally well into her new class, building positive 
relationships, and showing a positive attitude towards learning. Your 
enthusiasm, confidence, and willingness to embrace new experiences 
have been wonderful to see.  

Sun  

 Reception 

Sophia 
For being a confident and enthusiastic performer during our class 
assembly, sharing her voice beautifully with the audience.  

Chay 
For demonstrating outstanding learning behaviours, perseverance and 
a fantastic attitude towards his learning. Well done, Chay!  

Rose  

Year One 

Chiara 
Chiara demonstrates exceptional learning across all areas of the 
curriculum, consistently achieving a high standard through her 
curiosity, determination, and enthusiasm for learning.  

Amelia 
Amelia has shown exceptional learning this week through her 
enthusiasm, determination, and willingness to challenge herself.   

Regent 

Year One 

Amanuel 

Amanuel has gone above and beyond in all areas of the curriculum, 
this week. He has produced the neatest and highest quality of writing, 
describing the Wild Thing's Island, he has drawn beautiful pictures in 
RSE and he has excelled in partitioning numbers into tens and ones. 
Well done, Amanuel!  

Dylan 
Dylan has shone out this week for his exceptional behaviour. All week, 
he has been the first child ready to learn, following instructions quickly 
and he has been incredibly focused in his learning.  

Drapers  

Year Two 

Lily 

Lily is our exceptional learner this week for her fantastic expression 
reading! She read with confidence and enthusiasm, pretending to be a 
news anchor and bringing the text to life for her audience. Well done, 
Lily — keep up the brilliant reading!  

Darcy 

Darcy is our exceptional learner this week for her fantastic effort in 
Maths! While learning addition and subtraction using a 100s square, 
she showed great resilience and kept trying even when the questions 
were challenging. Well done, Darcy — your hard work is paying off!  

Dukes  

Year Two 

Taylor 
Taylor is my EL this week. In PE, he showed brilliant team spirit when 
practising for Sports Day. He helped to make sure the course was set 
up properly and encouraged his team by chanting and cheering!   

Antonin 
Tony produced a fantastic story plan and cautionary tale in Literacy. 
He did some fantastic drawings, thought really carefully about the plot 
and included adjectives to up-level his work!   



Monument 

Year Three 

Nicholas 

Nicholas was our Tower of London superstar during the trip. He 
confidently led his group using the map, helping others to navigate the 
site and ensuring everyone knew where they needed to be. Nicholas 
impressed staff with his excellent knowledge and understanding of the 
topics we have been studying, sharing thoughtful ideas and interesting 
facts throughout the day.   

Nathan 

Nathan has shown fantastic aspiration this week through his focus 
and determination in Maths. He worked hard to solve problems 
involving right angles and vertical and horizontal lines, showing 
increasing confidence and resilience.   

Mansion 

Year Three 

Isabella 

Isabella has shown excellent growth in her focus and readiness to 
learn. She is becoming increasingly prepared and engaged at the start 
of lessons, which has helped her make the most of learning 
opportunities.  

Nathan 

Nathan is a hardworking and dedicated learner who consistently 
demonstrates a genuine love of learning. He is always looking for ways 
to improve his work, actively seeking feedback and applying it 
thoughtfully. Nathan regularly challenges himself to do more and takes 
pride in producing his best work.   

Fleet  

Year Four 

Micah 

Micah has had a fantastic week in Literacy, learning all about the 
incredible explorer Matthew Henson. What really stood out this week 
was Micah's brilliant attention to detail and impressive memory when 
recalling facts about Matthew's life and adventures. A real star effort. 

Esila 
Esila has been incredible in Maths this week. Her ability to explain 
what she knows and her reasoning was fantastic. Keep it up, Esila!  

Farringdon 

Year Four 

Mohamed 

Mohamed has been awarded this certificate for showing excellence 
during our trip to Beckenham Place Park. He was respectful, 
responsible and enthusiastic throughout the day. Mohamed listened 
carefully, followed instructions and showed a positive attitude to 
learning.  

Liana 

Liana is our exceptional learner from Farringdon Class this week. She 
listens carefully in lessons and shows a strong understanding of what 
she is learning. One of her greatest strengths is explaining her 
mathematical thinking clearly and confidently.  

Gresham  

Year Five  

Angelina 

This week's Exceptional Learner is Angelina for her fantastic focus and 
determination in class. She has been working incredibly hard, and it 
has been wonderful to see such a significant improvement in both the 
quality and quantity of her writing.  

Malick 

This week's exceptional learner is Malick. He has been working hard in 
reading and maths, staying focused and determined to do his best. He 
has impressed us in maths by confidently showcasing his 
understanding of the learning.  

Zahrya 
Zahrya brings excellence to everything she does, from writing a fact file 
about Scandinavia in Geography, to adding the finsihing touches to her 
Literacy story of the Cyclops and Odysseus. Goldsmith 

Year Five  
Charles 

My exceptional learner this week is Charles because he has been 
showing great effort in every subject! Charles is a keen contributor to 
class discussions and expertly shows if he agrees, builds on, or 
challenges classmates.  

Whittington  

Year Six 

Jiyan 

This week, Jiyan demonstrated excellent engagement in History while 
learning about Elizabethan hobbies and daily life. He contributed 
thoughtful ideas, showed curiosity about the period, and actively 
participated in discussions, helping to deepen his understanding . 

Arabella 

Arabella showed exceptional engagement and enthusiasm throughout our 
History lesson. She contributed thoughtful ideas during discussions, considered 
different historical perspectives with maturity, and confidently justified her 
opinions using evidence. Well done!  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Mo n d a y: Re a r r a n ge d Spo r t s Da y: KS1 09.00-10.30; LKS2 11.00-12.30; EYFS 14.0- 
-15.00 

Mo n d a y 6t h—Fr i d a y 10t h Ye a r 6 Re si d e n t i a l t o PGL 

We d n e sd a y 8t h Ju l y Ne w Re c e pt i o n Pa re n t s Co f fe e m o r n i n g 09.45-10.15 

Fr i d a y 10t h Ju l y Ch o i r Su m m e r Sh o w c a se 08.45-09.45 

Mo n d a y 13t h Ju l y Tr a n si t i o n m o r n i n g  

Tu e sd a y 14t h Ju l y: UKS2 Spo r t s d a y: 1415-15.15 

We d n e sd a y 15t h Ju l y Y6 Le a ve r s a sse m bl y 12,00-13.30  

We d n e sd a y 15t h Ju l y La st d a y o f Su m m e r Te r m. 13.30 Fi n i sh, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Si l k: 79.7% 
Su n: 93.3% 
Ro se: 97.5% 
Re ge n t: 92.9% 
Du k e s: 90.7% 
Dr a pe r s: 90.3% 
Ma n si o n: 93.8% 
Mo n u m e n t: 91.7% 
Fl e e t: 94.2% 
Fa r r i n gd o n: 98.6% 
Go l d sm i t h: 94.1% 
Gre sh a m: 92.6% 
Wh i t t i n gt o n: 96.5% 
WHOLE SCHOOL: 93% 


