
Spring Term, Issue 7

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As ever, it has been another action-packed week at COLPAI, jam-packed with wonderful 
learning opportunities and enriching experiences for our pupils. 
 

On Monday and Tuesday, the Scholastic Book Fair continued before the start of the 
school day, with Ms. Robey and our dedicated Year 6 students on hand to assist. This 
event has raised additional and much-needed funding for the school, so thank you to all 
the families who contributed to its roaring success. What a fantastic opportunity to foster 
a love of reading while also building our school book collection with the proceeds! Thanks 

to your generosity, we have received £1,070 in book vouchers, which have already been used to purchase sets 
of core literacy texts for every year group and to expand our library of poetry books. 
 

This week, COLPAI was delighted to host a Maths Hub training session led by Mr. Crump. The session provided 
an opportunity for teachers from other schools to visit COLPAI and observe our excellent maths mastery 
practice in action. A special thank you to Ms. Singleton and Ms. Tsoi for showcasing their teaching expertise and 
helping to spread good practice across the wider educational community. 
 

On Wednesday, we once again welcomed cricket coach Rishab Mukherjee, who worked with Fleet and 
Farringdon classes, providing specialist coaching and developing their cricket skills. Mr. Mukherjee returned on 
Friday to work with pupils from across the school, further enhancing our PE curriculum. 
 

Ms. Wright and Mr. Spencer chaperoned our SEND pupils to an inclusive sports competition featuring goalball 
and seated volleyball. Our students demonstrated remarkable teamwork and determination throughout the 
event. Again, my sincere thanks to Mr. Spencer, our competitive sports champion and lead, and to Ms. Wright 
for all her hard work. 
 

Our phenomenal Year 4 and Year 5 pupils represented the school at the prestigious Guildhall, participating in 
the City Schools Concert entitled "Songs of Resilience." The children composed their own lyrics and performed 
beautifully, showcasing their creativity and musical talents on this important stage. Parents were rightly 
impressed with their children, and I was incredibly proud of our shining, singing stars. 
 

Thursday saw our school transformed as children arrived in cosy pyjamas, slippers, and dressing gowns for 
World Book Day. Pupils settled into our beautiful ‘story den,’ festooned with fairy lights, balloons, and swags, to 
enjoy reading their favourite books in peace and comfort. What an absolute pleasure and joy it was to see the 
children enjoying books! Thank you to Janie Critchley and Madame Robey for creating such a special and 
magical reading den for the children to enjoy. Ms. Morgan ran special sessions for Years 1 to 6, supporting them 
in crafting bookmarks and creating their own picture books. Not only that, but our fabulous PTA also organised a 
book exchange, allowing children to discover new stories while sharing beloved titles with their peers. 
 

Wishing all our families a restful weekend. 
 
Ms. Kim Clapham 
Head Teacher 
 

 
 

A message 
from the 
Head 

Teacher 



From the week commencing 28th March, our children will be taking on 
the COLPAI Mile A Day Challenge—running or walking a mile each day to 
raise money for an exciting new outdoor or sporting item of their 
choice for the school! 
 
Sponsorship forms will be sent home week commencing 17th March, so 
please support the children as they take on this active challenge. Every 
step counts towards making a difference!  
 
Thank you for your support! 

 



 

We have had a busy and exciting week in Reception, including a wonderful celebration of World Book 
Day! 
On World Book Day, the children loved spending time in the Bedtime Stories Den, where we enjoyed a 
calm space and read a variety of books. We read The Day the Crayons Quit and celebrated our love for 
the story by going on a colour hunt and making headbands throughout the day. It was so much fun 
wearing our pyjamas to school! 
Alongside these celebrations, the children have continued to immerse themselves in our core text, What 
the Ladybird Heard. They have been writing speech bubbles for the animals and learning all about farm 
animals, their needs, and their babies. This has provided a great opportunity for the children to 
experiment with punctuation while also exploring how to care for farm animals. 

Rose and Regent Class thoroughly enjoyed celebrating World Book Day this week! The children arrived in 
their cosiest pyjamas, ready to get comfy inside the Bedtime Story Den. They listened to a range of 
stories by different authors and even had the chance to get creative! 
With Ms. Morgan, the children designed their own bookmark monsters, which they were excited to take 
home and use as they continue enjoying reading in their own bedrooms. 



Over the next few weeks, Year 2 will be researching Plague Doctors and then writing our own non-
chronological reports to share the information we discover. 
This week, our mission was to understand what non-chronological reports are. Our teachers first 
introduced us to an example—a report about pandas. As a class, we discussed the different features we 
noticed in the report and why they were important. 
We then worked with a partner to decode and analyse our own non-chronological reports, using our 
success criteria as a guide. It was so exciting to become experts and deepen our understanding of the 
Great Plague! 

Year 3 absolutely loved their time in the reading den this week! It was a wonderful opportunity for the 
children to truly curl up with a book. They enjoyed sharing their favourite stories with friends and taking 
a moment to relax from what is usually a very busy day. The whole experience was a fantastic way to 
highlight the importance of reading—especially those cherished bedtime stories! 
Thank you for being your usual brilliant selves, Year 3! 



This week, Year 4 had the exciting opportunity to visit the RAF Museum! We travelled back in time to 
World War II and experienced what life would have been like for a child during that era. 
Our very own Air Raid Warden taught us exactly what to do during the Blitz if anyone ever shouted, "Gas! 
Gas! Gas!"—a demonstration beautifully led by Air Raid Warden Scarlett. We also learned about 
incendiary bombs, with Aria carefully holding one as we discussed their impact. 
To make the experience even more immersive, we heard the air raid siren and hurried into a bomb 
shelter to wait out the attack. Air Raid Warden Leo eventually gave us the all-clear by shouting, "All 
clear!"—a moment that truly brought history to life! 
After that, we listened to real-life stories of World War II heroes and even had the incredible opportunity 
to wear jackets worn by real people during the war. 
Fleet Class were immaculately behaved all day and truly did COLPAI proud. Well done, Year 4! 

On World Book Day, Gresham Class had the incredible opportunity to visit the City of London Boys' 
School, where we were treated to a fascinating talk by author Sam Sedgman about his book The 
Clockwork Conspiracy. Sam shared the inspiration behind his thrilling story and gave us a glimpse into his 
writing process. He spoke passionately about how reading opens up new worlds and how writing allows 
him to escape into his imagination. It was inspiring to hear about his creative journey, and he encouraged 
us to keep reading, as it is the key to unlocking endless possibilities. As a special treat, Sam even signed a 
copy of The Clockwork Conspiracy for us to take home and enjoy. We left feeling inspired, with new 
insights into the power of storytelling and the journey of becoming an author. What a memorable way to 
celebrate World Book Day! 

Look out for news from Year Six in our next newsletter! 



Silk  

Reception 

Margherita 
For showing wonderful enthusiasm during our Maths sessions about doubles 

and when singing our doubles song.  

Charles 
For working hard during our Literacy small group to create speech for a farm 

animal. He used his imagination and Fred Talk.  

Sun  

 Reception 

Cooper 
Cooper has demonstrated remarkable growth in his confidence and 

communication skills, actively participating in whole-class discussions and 
expressing his thoughts with clarity and confidence.  

Amelia 

Amelia has shown great courage by fully participating in all activities, 
consistently stepping out of her comfort zone and embracing new 

challenges. Her willingness to engage wholeheartedly in every task reflects 
her strong sense of confidence and commitment to her learning. 

Rose  

Year One 

Louis-
Victor 

For his enthusiasm and success during our Computing lesson this week, 
particularly in coding with repeated loop structures. He worked exceptionally 

hard, demonstrating great effort in learning and applying new skills. We’re 
excited to see what he achieves next! Keep up the great work, Louis-Victor!  

Alba 

For her hard work and impressive progress over the last term. Alba has 
shown great persistence and a genuine enjoyment in challenging herself. She 
consistently strives to do her best, always eager to learn and improve. We’re 

excited to see how she continues to grow! Keep it up, Alba!  

Regent 

Year One 

Gabrielle 
Gabrielle shone in our Geography lesson this week. She confidently 

identified the seven continents on a map and used coordinates to locate 
them. Wow, Gabrielle!  

Zaccy 
Zaccy got stuck into our Science lesson this week! He showed his superb 
scientific understanding of materials and teamwork skills to help build a 

strong and waterproof house! Well done, Zaccy!  

Drapers  

Year Two 

Charlie 

Charlie has been an outstanding historian, diving deep into the history of the 
Plague with curiosity and enthusiasm. His inquisitive nature and thoughtful 

questions show a real passion for understanding the past. Keep up the great 
work, Charlie!  

Felix 

Felix has shown incredible determination in Maths this week, embracing 
challenges with a fearless attitude. His willingness to take risks, persevere 

through tough problems, and carefully check his work demonstrates a true 
growth mindset. Keep up the fantastic effort, Felix!  

Dukes  

Year Two 

Magus 

Magnus has been my Maths Marvel this week! I am so impressed with how 
he has been putting his hand up and engaging more in our carpet sessions. 
He has even come up to the board to show examples of great Maths work, 

including odd and even numbers. Keep it up, Magnus!  

Mia 

Mia continues to be a model of excellence to her peers. She always follows 
the COLPAI way—listening to instructions, lining up beautifully, working her 
hardest, and being kind to her friends. It is a pleasure to have you in Dukes 

Class, Mia!  



Monument 

Year Three 

Honor 

This week, Honor has been a wonderful learning partner. She has been 
extremely welcoming to our new member of Monument, ensuring they know 

where everything is and always have someone to play with. Well done, 
Honor—you've made me very proud this week!  

Mohamed 

Mohamed has been a magical mathematician this week! He is steadily 
mastering fractions—recognising unit and non-unit fractions, adding 

fractions, and comparing them. Mohamed has also been listening and 
participating beautifully in lessons. Well done, Mohamed!  

Mansion 

Year Three 

This week, we have been lucky to welcome a new student, Jacob, who has joined us with 
an infectious "can-do" attitude, positively contributing to all lessons. Alongside this, every 

member of Mansion Class has shown exceptional kindness in welcoming him. They 
continue to impress me with their displays of empathy, understanding, and kindness, 

creating the most enjoyable learning environment. Well done, Mansion Class—I am so 
proud of you all!  

Fleet  

Year Four 

Nina 

Nina has been a true Literacy Legend this week! We were writing gossip 
columns about the dreaded curse of Tutankhamun's tomb, and Nina’s piece 
was not only informative but also highly engaging and entertaining. I loved 
her use of exclamations and reported speech to really add to the drama!  

Anastasia 

Anastasia has been such a hard worker in Maths lately. Fractions can be 
tricky, but she has been listening closely and approaching her independent 

work with confidence. I loved seeing her collaborate with her partner to 
overcome some of the more challenging questions about simplifying 

fractions.  

Farringdon 

Year Four 

Marcos 

Marcos has been exceptional this week, especially during our RAF Museum 
visit. He jotted down the different types of planes and then went home to 

research them further. Marcos was so respectful and engaged at the 
museum, taking the time to explore and learn. Well done, Marcos!  

Amira 

Amira collaborates well with others and participates actively in lessons, 
demonstrating her engagement and understanding. Amira also wrote a 

brilliant tabloid on the rumours of Tutankhamun’s Curse, using sensationalist 
language to hook the reader and create intrigue. Well done, Amira!  

Gresham  

Year Five 

George 

George has demonstrated exceptional skill in his character description of 
Grendel, showcasing a thoughtful and detailed approach. His ability to 

balance sweeping descriptions with intricate details demonstrates a deep 
understanding of narrative technique, bringing the creature to life.  

Wren 

Wren has shown tremendous dedication and growth in her Maths lessons! 
She has been working incredibly hard to build her confidence, and it’s truly 

paying off. Her understanding of decimal and fraction conversions is 
becoming stronger with every lesson, and she continues to push herself 

beyond her comfort zone.  

Whittington  

Year Six 
Get well soon, Ms Tozer! 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Monday 10th March: Year 5 trip to the L’Oreal Young Scientists’ Institute.  

Tuesday 11th March: Year 4’s third cricket session.  

Thursday 13th March: Year 2 Football Festival 

Tuesday 18th March: Year 4’s fourth cricket session.  

Wednesday 19th March: Year 5/6 Netball Festival. 

Thursday 20th March: PTA International Day. 

Friday 21st March: Group of children from Years 2-6 attending Multisport Festival. 

Tuesday 25th March: Year 4’s fifth cricket session.  

Wednesday 26th March: Year 5 trip to Falconhurst Farm.  

Friday 28th March: Years 4-6 orienteering trip.  

Monday 31st March: Year 5 ESB examinations.  

Monday 31st March, 08.40: Year 1 ‘Something Special’ assembly. Parents/carers welcome.  

Tuesday 1st April: Year 2 trips to Camley Street Natural Park.  

Thursday 3rd April: Year 4 ESB examinations.  

Friday 4th April, 13.30: End of term.  

Tuesday 22nd April: INSET day. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Silk: 100%! 
Sun: 92.50% 
Rose: 93.18% 
Regent: 96.15% 
Dukes: 97.24% 
Drapers: 97.24% 
Mansion: 99.18% 
Monument: 97.31% 
Fleet: 98.40% 
Farringdon: 100%! 
Gresham: 97.24% 
Whittington: 97.67% 
WHOLE SCHOOL: 97.19% 


