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  Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week during my learning walk, I dropped in on Year Three, where I was blown away 
by our expert geographers and historians. Pupils were bursting with knowledge about the 
Mesolithic Period. First, the children compared two maps of Great Britain; one from the 
Mesolithic period and one from today. The children looked carefully and closely to 
compare the British coastline then and now. Things aren’t always what they seem on the 
surface. Looking at today’s map of the area between mainland Europe and the 
eastern coast of Great Britain, you probably wouldn’t guess it had been anything other 
than a great expanse of ocean water. But  not so! Working like detectives, the children 

spotted that long ago, there was an area in North Sea of gently sloping hills, marshland, heavily wooded valleys 
and swampy lagoons. This area was called the Dogger Hills. Today, this area of land is now found in the region of 
Yorkshire.  
 
The children then invited me to join their simulated video tour of the Dogger Hills area where they spotted lots 
of reasons for homo sapiens settling in this location. The children pointed out the numerous plants that hunter 
gatherers could live off; the abundance of deer, elk, horses, wild cattle, pigs and moose that they could hunt for 
food; as well as a lake that was rich with birds such as grebes and cranes. From their research, the children 
informed me that the animal skins would be used for clothing and the antlers would even be worn as a crowns 
by the hunter and gatherers during celebrations and festivals. Every part of the animal would be put to good 
use, so no waste there! I was captivated by our children’s thirst for new knowledge and excellent enquiry skills. 
Bravo, Year Three, Ms Condon and Ms Kirby. 
 
Wishing all of our COLPAI families and friends a wonderful week ahead. 
 
Ms Kim Clapham 
Head Teacher 
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This week in Reception, we have been reading the core text 'Bog Baby.' We had a lot of fun playing 'hot 
seat' and pretending to be Bog Baby. We generated questions beginning with 'who’, ‘what’, ‘when’, 
‘where’ and ‘why', using Colourful Semantics to help us structure our sentences. Reception were also 
really excited to see snow falling outside on Tuesday! What a lovely week we’ve had! 

Year One immersed themselves in their new Computing topic of 'Programming' this week. Rose and 
Regent Classes learned about the different functions of the Bee Bots buttons, using them to move and 
change the direction of the buzzy robots! It was lovely to see the children so enthusiastic and they're 
already looking forward to their next Computing lesson next week!   



This week, we worked in pairs to act out the humble, house-proud troll’s conflict with the brutish Big 
Bully Goat. We took it in turns to embody each character, thinking carefully about what they might say 
and how their personalities emotions might manifest in their tone, movements and facial expressions. I 
was very impressed with how the Year Twos were able to transform themselves into these characters. 
They are definitely ready for their Nativity performance coming up!  

This week in Science, our Year Three geologists explored metamorphic, sedimentary and igneous rocks. 
They conducted an exciting experiment to test the effects of weathering by scratching the rocks and 
pouring water on them to observe changes. Through this hands-on activity, they gained a deeper 
understanding of how natural forces shape and transform rocks over time. It was amazing to see their 
curiosity and engagement in action!  



This week in Year Four, the children have been learning about and now writing formal letters using 
Standard English and by formatting them correctly. Their work has shown they can create an 
introduction to a formal letter by writing the sender's and recipient's address, as well as a formal greeting 
and an introductory paragraph. In Science this week, we use a real-life model of the digestive system 
using bananas and biscuits to show the process that food goes through in our body. The children were 
very excited (and some what grossed out) as Ms Tsoi and Mr Newbatt crushed up the banana and 
biscuit to show the churning of the food in the stomach. They were then able to recall the events of the 
experiment as well as the function of each organ in the digestive process.  

This week, Gresham Class explored the forces of air resistance and gravity by designing and testing 
parachutes. Students worked collaboratively to ensure a fair test, carefully controlling variables like 
parachute size, shape, and drop height. They observed how air resistance works against gravity to slow a 
parachute’s descent, gaining hands-on insights into these important forces. Future engineers and 
scientists in the making!  

Look out for news from Year Six in our next newsletter! 



Silk  

Reception 

Piper 
For working hard to apply her growing phonics knowledge to spell three letter 

words in Literacy. 

Ayaa 
For settling into her new class so well and being kind to her new friends. 

Welcome, Ayaa! 

Sun  

 Reception 

Violet 
For settling into Sun Class with such confidence and enthusiasm, and for 

consistently following all the rules and routines so well. 

Rami  
For making great strides in improving his attitude towards learning and 

approaching tasks with a positive mindset. 

Rose  

Year One 

Carl 

Carl has shown great effort this week by working hard to be ready to learn 

and participating more in class. He has pushed himself, especially with his 

independent writing, and made real progress. Well done, Carl! 

Gelila  

Gelila has worked hard to stay focused and ready to learn, making great 

strides in her independent writing. She has challenged herself to focus more 

in class, showing real determination to improve. Her positive attitude and 

hard work is paying off.. well done, Gelila! 

Regent 

Year One 

Cassidy 

Cassidy has shone throughout our Literacy lessons this week with his 

wonderful writing. Cassidy has mastered using capital letters and full stops, all 

whilst applying his red word spellings and forming letters accurately. 

Salman 

Salman's writing has also been the talk of the school: he has worked 

incredibly hard to write full sentences in lovely handwriting. Salman didn't 

stop there this week... his Maths skills have been equally impressive! 

Drapers  

Year Two 

Nandi 

Nandi is my Computing Whizz this week! We have been learning to debug our 

codes and Nandi has shown perseverance. She has also been a superstar 

helper, supporting her peers with her problem solving skills. Well done! 

Nicholas 

Nicholas did a wonderful job role-playing different characters in a traditional 

tale! He was able to bravely stay up in front of the class and play both the troll 

and the big billy goat using an expressive tone of voice and body language. 

Dukes  

Year Two 

Wylder 

Wylder has blown me away with his efforts to engage in SMART sitting this 

week. He has set an incredible example to his peers on the carpet and back at 

the table. Well done, Wylder; you should be very proud of yourself. 

Oscar 

Oscar is an absolute pleasure to teach and continues to blow me away with 

his valuable contributions to class discussions. I have been particularly 

impressed with his commitment to SMART sitting this week. Well done, Oscar. 



Monument 

Year Three 

Yasmine 

Yasmine has been working super hard in Maths lessons this week. She has 
been listening carefully and using the resources to help her complete her 

learning, as well as asking politely when she needs help. Her excellent 
behaviour has been noted even by different adults around school, too!  

Wim 

This week, Wim has been engaging in all his lessons, raising his hand to ask 
thoughtful questions and to answer them, too. This was evident in our History 

lesson where Wim was investigating Star Carr, asking questions and 
answering them through his research. Well done, Wim; keep it up! 

Mansion 

Year Three 

Dalia 

Dalia has been working hard when converting her comic strip into a 
play script this week. She has been mindful of the different features and 
consistently strives to use ambitious vocabulary to support her writing. 

Alongside this, her kindness makes her a joy to teach.  

Esila 

Esila has been working so hard this week when applying her knowledge of 
times tables to independently complete more complex Maths equations. She 
is challenging herself to look out for patterns when practicing her times tables 

and using skills such as doubling and column method to support this.  

Fleet  

Year Four 

Salome 

This week, Salome has been smashing it in Power Maths! In each lesson, she 
has approached every question with eagerness and incredible effort. Even if 
she made mistakes, she was quick to correct them and took the process of 

fixing up in her stride, demonstrating a wonderful growth mind-set all week. 

Iggy 

We have been reading ‘The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane’ in Big Read 
this term and in every lesson, Iggy shares wonderfully insightful and carefully 

considered thoughts and ideas. While reading this book as a class, Iggy 
continues to show off impressive inference, retrieval and predictive skills, 

using his understanding of the characters to inform his answers. Way to go! 

Farringdon 

Year Four 

Oliver 

Oliver has been an exceptional learner this week, showing dedication to his 
formal letter writing by reading back his work and checking it makes sense. As 

well as this, Oliver has been a fantastic participant in our times tables quiz, 
showing he knows his multiplication facts. Well done, Oliver! 

Amira 

Amira is a wonderful, passionate learner who takes great pride in her work. 
Her handwriting is always neat and her outcomes well presented. Amira was 
also a wonderful participant in our science lesson, where we learned about 

the digestive system. Well done, Amira; keep up the good work! 

Gresham  

Year Five 

Donnie 
For always challenging yourself in learning! This week, you have written a 

superb recount from the perspective of Kathryn Johnson. Your care and focus 
in writing has improved week-on-week. You are superstar! 

Noa 
For having excellent focus on your learning. Not only have you written 

superbly this week, but the recent assessments you have completed have 
shown that your focus is paying off and you are making excellent progress.  

Whittington  

Year Six 

Claudia 

Claudia is really grasping all our new Reading skills. This week, she impressed 
me tremendously with her ability to evidence her impressions from the text. 
Additionally, she tackled questions that involved finding two reasons for why 

something occurred with great skill. Keep up the fantastic work, Claudia! 

Sophia 

Sophia has really wowed me in our new unit this week. She has shown a 
fantastic understanding of converting between different metric 

measures. Not only that, but she's also used her knowledge to tackle various 
calculations and word problems. Well done, Sophia!  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Fr i d a y 29t h No ve m be r: Sm a l l gr o u p o f pu pi l s a t t e n d i n g t h e Isl i n gt o n Pa n a t h l o n 
Ch a l l e n ge. 

Mo n d a y 2n d De c e m be r: Ye a r 5 ‘so m e t h i n g spe c i a l’ a sse m bl y. Pa re n t s a n d c a re r s we l c o m e 
t o a t t e n d.  

We d n e sd a y 4t h De c e m be r: Ye a r 5/6 Spo r t s Ha l l At h l e t i c s c o m pe t i t i o n a t Be a c o n Hi gh.  

Fr i d a y 6t h De c e m be r: Sm a l l gr o u p o f pu pi l s a t t e n d i n g t h e Isl i n gt o n Bo c c i a Fe st i v a l. 

Tu e sd a y 10t h De c e m be r: Ye a r 4/5 In d o o r Cr i c k e t c o m pe t i t i o n.  

We d n e sd a y 11t h De c e m be r: In d i v i d u a l pa re n t/c a re r m e e t i n gs w i t h t e a c h e r s. 

Th u r sd a y 12t h De c e m be r: Re c e pt i o n t r i p t o t h e Li t t l e An ge l Th e a t re. 

Tu e sd a y 17t h De c e m be r, 14.00: Re c e pt i o n Na t i v i t y pl a y.  

We d n e sd a y 18t h De c e m be r, 14.00: Ke y St a ge 1 Na t i v i t y m u si c a l, l e d by Ye a r 2 w i t h Ye a r 1 
f o r m i n g t h e c h o i r.  

Th u r sd a y 19t h De c e m be r, 1400: Lo we r Ke y St a ge 2 Wi n t e r m u si c a l, l e d by Ye a r 4 w i t h 
Ye a r 3 f o r m i n g t h e c h o i r.  

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Si l k: 93.33% 
Su n: 95.17% 
Ro se: 94.58% 
Re ge n t: 98.80% 
Du k e s: 96.90% 
Dr a pe r s: 96.67% 
Ma n si o n: 100% 
Mo n u m e n t: 96% 
Fl e e t: 96.40% 
Fa r r i n gd o n: 96% 
Gre sh a m: 98.93% 
Wh i t t i n gt o n: 94.48% 
WHOLE SCHOOL: 96.34% 


