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COLPAI RE and Collective Worship Policy

Aims and Purpose of Religious Education

It is a legal requirement that all schools include Religious Education within their
curriculum. COLPAI follows Ealing RE Syllabus and Scheme of Work from EYFS to
KS2. See Appendix 1

The Ealing RE Syllabus, entitled Sowing the Seeds of the Future, enables
students to explore shared human values, to reflect on what it means to live ‘a good
life’, and to develop knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of
everyone within their community. Sowing the seeds of the Future embodies the
principles of inclusion and fairness, and will ensure that all young people in our
school are able to share and develop their own thoughts about what it means to live
an examined life, giving them the tools they need to move confidently as adults into
an increasingly diverse and secular society.

The Education Act states that all pupils should follow a balanced and broadly based
curriculum which ‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, social, mental and physical
development of pupils and of society, and prepares pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of later life’. Learning about and from religions and
beliefs, through the distinct knowledge, understanding and skills contained in RE
within a broad-based curriculum, is essential to achieving these aims. Exploring the
concepts of religion and belief and their roles in the spiritual, moral and cultural lives
of people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and social
understanding.

The aim and purpose of Religious Education COLPAI is to:

- teach children about the religious beliefs and practises of the main faith
groups;

« enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues;

« enable children to explore their own beliefs;

« promote respect towards the right of all people to hold their own personal
religious and spiritual beliefs.

Ethos for Religious Education

Within our school, we anticipate many different faith groups reflective of the local
community. We consider it a vital part of the children’s education that they have the
opportunity to learn about the diverse faiths within their local community. Religious
Education enables children to gain knowledge about the beliefs and practices of the
main faith groups and to reflect upon their moral and spiritual meaning. It is not the
purpose of Religious Education to promote or show bias of any one faith group. It is



the role of parents and carers to instruct their own children about their personal
religious beliefs.

The syllabus incorporates two main components:

1: Learning about Religion which enables pupils to learn about the religious and
spiritual beliefs, practices, insights and experiences that are expressed in the main
faith groups studied.

2: Learning from Religion and Human Experience this provides opportunities for
pupils to explore and express their own responses and personal beliefs.

These learning objectives are statutory and it is expected that, wherever possible,
pupils will be taken on visits to places of worship at each key stage.

Aims and Purpose of Collective Worship

It is a legal requirement that schools include collective worship within their
curriculum. The aim and purpose of collective worship at COLPAI is to:

« enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues;

« enable children to explore their own beliefs;

* encourage participation and response;

» develop in children a sense of community spirit;

* promote a common ethos with positive attitudes and

+ teach children how to behave during a time of quiet reflection or worship of
God.

Ethos for Collective Worship

We understand collective worship to be a special occasion whose purpose should
contribute towards the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils.
Collective worship involves all members of our Academy coming together and
participating in an assembly. We expect everyone to take an active part in the
assembly. The 1988 Education Reform Act states that collective worship should be
‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’; we conduct our assemblies in a
manner that is sensitive to all the individual faiths and beliefs of all members of our
the wider community.

Organisation of Collective Worship

Collective worship forms part of each day’s assembly. We conduct the collective
worship part of the assembly in a dignified and respectful way. We tell children that
this part of the assembly is a period of calm reflection: Still on the inside and still on
the outside. We regard it as a special time and expect children to behave in an
appropriate way. We ask them to be quiet and thoughtful and to listen carefully to the
teachings and patrticipate fully in either a prayer or time of quiet reflection. We create



an appropriate atmosphere by using music and sometimes candles or other objects
that act as a focal point for the attention of the children.

The Head Teacher or other members of staff conduct assemblies. Our assemblies
reflect the festivals within the major 5 religions as well as focusing on a humanist
perspective. At this time representatives of local religious groups and the Humanist
Society may be invited to contribute to the assembly. We plan our assemblies as
part of a series of themes well in advance of the day they take place. We link our
assemblies to the Personal, Social and Emotional educational topics..

Our assemblies celebrate the achievements and learning of our children. We
encourage our children to participate in assemblies by showing their work to the
other children and raising issues that they have discussed in their classes.
Assemblies offer an opportunity to acknowledge and reward children for their
achievements. They play an important part in promoting the ethos of the Academy,
which is that all children are valued and all achievements are recognised. A
significant part of our assemblies is music. We believe that listening to music and
singing songs is an excellent way to teach a deeper understanding of the moral and
spiritual. Singing together as a school creates a community bond and teaches the
children how to communicate emotion by both listening to and using their voices.

We invite parents to special assemblies and we encourage them to attend - this
promotes the community spirit of COLPAI and is a practical demonstration of the
way the home and school work together to support the achievements of our children.
We welcome governors’ attendance at our assemblies at any time.

Right of withdrawal

We expect all children to participate in Religious Education as an integral part of the
school curriculum. We expect all children to attend assembly. However, any parent
can request permission for their child to be excused from participating in the
Religious Education curriculum and assembly and we will make alternative
arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents
do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944
Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act.

The Head Teacher keeps a record of all children who are withdrawn from Religious
Education and assembly, see Appendix 2.
Appendix 1 Ealing Agreed Syllabus: Sowing the Seeds of the Future

RE Scheme of Work

Units of work

Themes Foundation Key stage 1 |Key stage 2




Stories that guide

Learning from
stories (1 and 2)

Learning from
stories (3)

Answering life
guestions

Christianity Judaism
Islam

Hinduism

The Sikh Faith Beliefs re:
death 1

Belief and identity

Who am 1?

Special days

Initiation practices Signs and
symbols

Acting ethically

How belief affects living:
moral dilemmas Rules for
living

Humankind and the
environment

Our world:
caring for new
life

Seeds of unity 1

Human experience

and belief Special food History of belief in UK 1

Festivals of light Journeys:
Sources of Precious things [Special places |pilgrimage Special leaders
inspiration gs |op P pilgrimage Sp

Religious buildings

Human experience
and spiritual
expression

The importance
of water

Prayer, meditation, and
cultivating the inner life

Religion in art

Appendix 2

Head Teacher’s Record of Pupils Withdrawn from Collective Worship

Pupil name

Class

Date




