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COLPAI — Home Visits guidelines

The Home Visit is not obligatory but it is highly desirable and widely considered to be best practice.
It takes place at the start of Autumn 1 before children start in Reception at COLPAI. It takes place
with the consent of the parents at a scheduled and mutually convenient time. Two members of staff
will visit, the child’s class teacher and a Teaching Assistant or HLTA. Staff will bring any
documentation to complete and a copy of the EYFS Handbook which was given to parents on their
initial visit to the school as prospective parents.

Rationale:

At COLPAI, we believe that our first encounter with families is crucial in helping to form a positive
partnership between home and school and that there are huge benefits to home visits.

The insights that staff gain into the children’s homes helps them to assess the level of need and
support required for each child and enable staff to prepare for the child’s arrival into the school
setting.

One of the greatest benefits is that the home visit is the starting point for a healthy, collaborative
relationship which builds with parents over time. It shows parents that the school respects them and
wants to share their knowledge of the child and it puts the relationship on an equal footing. it is vital
part of parent-school partnership.

Parents/ Carers have extensive knowledge of their child which is invaluable to school staff and will
help them to provide a smooth transition and valuable experiences for their children once they start
school.

Home visits also provide an opportunity to share this knowledge in an informal way and in a familiar
environment.

For parents, the visit gives a unique opportunity to meet the teacher and staff in a safe environment,
where they feel at ease. The visit gives staff the opportunity to establish an early positive contact
with the family and the chance to see the children in their own familiar setting. Staff may also meet
other key family members, like grandparents, pets or siblings.

Staff can gain a greater understanding of some of the problems children may encounter when they
start school such as eating, toileting, socialising, being separated from parents or carers, adverse
experiences, Nursey history etc. Staff can also see at first hand the wealth of learning that goes on at
home.

This all helps to build a fuller picture of the child in a setting where the child feels settled and in
control.

Aims:

e To build a positive and caring relationship between the staff and the family before their child
begins school.

Outstanding
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e To meet with the child in a familiar environment to ease the settling in period.

e To ensure the child has met the staff on familiar territory to help them with the transition
from home to school.

e To allow the child to share their favourite toys, games and books with school staff if they
wish to.

e To encourage families to share information about their children which can be used to help
with the transition process. This includes finding out about children’s interests at home and
personal skills such as using the toilet, getting changed and using cutlery.

e To provide an opportunity for families to ask questions or share information about their
child and ensure that this is private

Procedure:
e Atall times, the needs of the individual child are paramount.

o All parents/carers are given the opportunity to be visited at home by members of the school
staff.

e Staff will attend home visits in pairs for their own security. They must leave a list of where
they are going and a mobile number in the school office.

e Staff will be conscious of the fact that they are guests in the family’s home and will treat all
families with a high level of respect during the visit.

e The home visit is a means of talking to the family, gaining information about the child and
answering any questions the family may have.

e During the visit one adult will focus on the child and engage them in an activity of the child’s
choosing. The other adult will gather information from the parents about the child’s
interests and will answer any questions the parents have.

e Visits are not expected to last more than 20 minutes and should conclude when mutually
accepted by both parties.

e CONFIDENTIALITY WILL BE RESPECTED AT ALL TIMES.

Sharing Information

The staff will introduce themselves and explain who all members of the EYFS are and their job role.
They will explain the purpose of the visit.

There are several areas that the staff and parents can share together.
Family History:
What was the child like as a baby?

What is their relationship like with their siblings?



What are the living arrangements for the child?
Have there been any traumatic experiences e.g. iliness, moving house?

Any pre-school experiences?

Child’s Health:
Are there any health worries that may affect the child at school?
Are there any dietary requirements or allergies?

Has there been involvement with any outside agencies?

Physical Development:

Has the child had the chance to play outside?
Can they go to the toilet independently, dress and undress and use a knife and fork?

If English is not their first language what is their first language and how much English do they
understand?

Play:

What does the child enjoy playing with?

What interests do they have?

Social development:

How does the child respond to new situations and new people?
How much contact has the child had with adults and children?
How does the child respond to new adults and children

Does the child sleep well?

Emotional Development:

Is there anything that particularly worries the child?
How does the child react to new situations?

What are the best ways to comfort the child if they are upset?



Settling in:
How does the parents think the child will settle?
Who will be bringing the child to school and collecting them?

We will talk about how we will settle the children in and ways that the parents can help them settle.



